
542 MONTHLY WEATI3ER REVIEW. DECEMBER, 1905 

I n  1888 the astronomers of the Old World resolved to make 
a photographic map of the entire celestial sphere. Two series 
of observations were taken, one being a photographic repro- 
duction of the starry vault, the other a new catalogue of 
position of stars greater than those of tlie twelfth magnitude. 
Father Denza took a great deal of interest in this mork. 
Like his illustrious friend, Father Secclii, he was an ardent 
lover of nature and possessed a natural aptitude for the stndy 
of astronomy, meteorology, ant1 the natural sciences. He W ~ H  

the founder of the Italiau Meteorological Society ttucl for 
more than a quarter of a century its director-general. Up to 
the time of his cleat8h in 18!M, he contrilmtecl frequently to the 
meteorological journals of Europe. 

- - The scientist who now presides is Rev. Angelo Rodriguez; 
he has a staE of seven assistants. The latitude and lougitucle 
of the Specola Vaticana are 41" 54' 4.8" north, a$ Ob 4 P  47' 
east, as given in the American Ephemeris and Nautical Alma- 
nac; the last volume of the annals of the observatory on the 
Leonine tower gives the aame longitude, but gires the lnti- 
tude as 41' 54' 16.7". 

The advantages of a great continental >seather service, RS 

reflected in the unqualified success of the United States 
Weather Bureau, have begun to be appreciated by a11 Euro- 
peans. It may be attributed to this that Professor Rodriguez 
is devoting more time than either of his dihtiujiuislied prede- 
cessors to the meteorological department of the ohermtory  ; 
notwithstanding this he or one of his assistants is constantly 
at work with the great equatogial. In  conse(liience of the ex- 
isting relations between the Vatican :md the Government of 
Italy, the observations and publications of the Vatican Observ- 
atory have no connection with the general meteorological 

'service of Europe. 
I can not conclude these remarks without special reference to 

the kindness of Professor Rodriguez. Although he could not 
speak English any better thau I coulcl speak Italian, get. by 
reason of a certain familiarity nith the subject, we managed 
to carry on an interesting conversation. He is a slrilful 
observer and well versed in the principles of meteorolngy. 
To Professor Rodriguez I eil)ressed the hope that I might 
find an opportunity t u  write a fern lines apprecintive of the 
Specola Vaticana. Va bene " ( g o  well) said he, niid other 
words, which I interpreted to mean that lie nould be glad to 
know that the observatory of which he is director couipaws 
favorably with others I had seen in tlie Old World and tlie 
Ne W. 
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other communications bearing on meteorology or cognate 
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meteorological contents of all the journals from which it has 
been compiled; it  show^ only the articles that appear to the 
compiler likely to be of particular interest in connection with 
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